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MARRYING YOUR WEDDING.

What do you do if you want to get married, but you don’t want to pack some bland function room with people you only 
feel obliged to ask?

What if you want to celebrate your union, but you balk at the idea of sending out crass wedding gift lists complete with 
process?

What if you want to make your big day really special, but you don’t want to be paying for it when your kids are in college?
The answer, in a word: Rome. The most romantic and atmospheric of all European capitals, it takes some beating as a 
wedding venue. Just ask a native. Tourists in the city are often astonished at the sheer volume of Roman brides and their 
entourages to be found tearing around the city’s historic sites. Piling out of limos and bubble cars they strike romantic 
poses for their photographer on the Spanish Steps before haring up to the Colosseum, or St Peter or the Trevi Fountain, 
to do it all over again.

On any given Saturday you’re likely to see two dozen such parties at least, which makes wedding spotting – or rather, 
ducking out of wedding photographers’ line of vision – something of a Roman pastime. If the idea of marrying in Rome 
appeals, there are a number of options open to you. As ever, the easiest is to hand the whole task over to an experi-
enced……………

Italian Paola Shanahan, who has been living in Ireland for the past thirteen years, specialises in holidays for the indepen-
dent traveller in her homeland. A growing business for her is organising Italian weddings for Irish couples church. 
Couples who want to hold receptions outside the city of Rome are often taken to the Etruscan town of Cerveteri, a 
historic town 35 minutes from Rome where it can be cooler in the summer time, she says. Paola Shanahan looks after 
everything from transport arrangements to menus as well as honeymoon, accommodation, transport, �owers, 
hairdresser and make-up etc. Finally, anyone thinking of getting married abroad – in whatever country – should be 
aware that the legality of the ceremony is always governed by the law of the country in which you marry. Ireland’s 
General Register O�ce has no function in advising on, or the registration of, marriages abroad although foreign 
marriage certi�cates will usually be accepted for o�cial purposes in Ireland.
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